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WINCHESTER-S|
22 MAGNUZM\RTRIDGES

Damien Edwards checks out their performance and

espite what you may read, the mythical all-round
alibre really is just that. Therees no such thing as
calibre for every season and every reason. The
urchase of any hunting rifle, especially your
first, is a type of compromise, although as your
experience grows rifles of more specialised calibres can be
added to your collection.

Those of us who shoot magpies, rabbits, and hares @ not
need to be served by large over-powered centrefire calibres,
despite what Joe Magnumhead may stipulate to the contrary. @
More than 90 per cent of small game animals are sha inside
150 metres and far as small game cartridges go lsvfound it
very hard to beat the potent little .22 Magnum rimf ire. It has
a great deal going for it * no recoil, minimal muzz le blast, no
need to reload, ammunition and rifles chambered for it are
available everywhere, and compared to larger centrefire .22s
the ammunition is cheap to buy.

We have Winchester to thank for giving us this neat
little cartridge. For a very long time only full me tal jacket
and jacketed hollow-point ammunition were available ,
but in recent years there has been an influx of improved
.22 Magnum loads by most of the larger ammunition
manufacturers. Winchester now offers five different .22
Magnum loads, where for more than 35 years they offered
only two. This article provides an overview of each of these,
so that the small game hunter can make an informed choice.

Damien displays a hare taken with

a Stirling bolt-action .22 Magnum.
He finds the cartridge more than

adequate for hunting small game WEIGHT| VELOCITY ENERGY FT LBESGROUP AVERAGE
atranges out to 130 metres (140 GRAINS| FPS @ MUZZLE @ 125 METRES
yards approx).
SUPREME 34 2120 338 33MM

i k
Group size taken as an average POWER POINT | 40 1760 275 37MM
of five, five-shot groups. Rifles
used were the Stirling Model 1500 FMJ 40 1910 324 39MM =]
bolt action (above), a Winchester
Model 9422M lever-action and a SUPER X HOLLOWO 1910 324 34MM
Winchest('er Model 61 hammerless DYNAPOINT 45 1550 240 40MM
pump-action.
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Rimfires cartridges past and present ! from the left: S&W .32 Short, .25 Stevens, 5mm Remington Rimfire Magnum, .22 Magnum. Of these only

@ the .22 Magnum has survived the test of time.

JACKETED HOLLOW-POINT SUPER-X
This has been the mainstay of
Winchesterss .22 Magnum line since its
release in 1959. Like most .22 Magnum
loads it has a 40 grain bullet. It features
a jacketed, cannelured projectile with a
small amount of lead exposed at the tip
and a narrow diameter hollow-point.
Back then it was touted as having a
muzzle velocity of 2000fps. Later this
was dropped to 1910fps, no doubt
due to the widespread availability of
inexpensive chronographs in the final
quarter of the 20th century which
for the first time allowed the average

When less is more..

20 NZG&H ISSUE93 MAR/APR

‘ NZ G&H #93/96p 20

shooter to check the performance levels
of factory ammunition for himself.

This was the first .22 Magnum load
| became familiar with, in about 1984
at the age of seven when | first began
my hunting career. That tiny hollow-
point had ample energy to open up and
deliver a knockout blow to the rabbits
that plagued our farm. | must have
shot a truckload of hares with it too.
It has sufficient power, accuracy and
energy to hit and kill them out to the
absolute practical limits of its range,
some 130 metres. After using this load
for more than 20 years | can say that its

2006

performance has improved markedly.
Better manufacturing techniques and
more laboratory experimentation have
resulted in a much more consistently
loaded cartridge than the one | started
hunting with.

FULL METAL JACKET SUPER-X

This was Winchesterss second
Magnum loading. Introduced around
1963, it was designed to produce
identical velocity and muzzle energy
to the hollow-point Super-X load, but
with less damage to meat or skins.
The projectile is lead, completely
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Winchesteres line up of .22 Magnum cartridges now includes five different loads.

encapsulated in copper. It will not
mushroom and destroy tasty flesh
or attractive fur. Its ballistics are the
same as the hollow-point load. This
cartridge found a lot of favour with
professional fox shooters in Australia
in years gone by, although Ism no
fan of full metal jacket cartridges for
hunting, regardless of calibre. They are
notorious for over-penetrating without
expanding, thereby causing non-fatal
wounds. Still, if you need to take
larger small game such as goats, this
projectile will generally drive deeper
that a conventional mushrooming
soft or hollow-point. In 1996 | took a
rear, angling shot on a big goat. At a
range of 65 metres the full metal jacket
entered in the middle of the animalss
left rump and continued on through
the pelvis, through underneath the
spine and finally lodged in the skin

after travelling through the right front
shoulder blade. With two of its legs
inoperative, the goat toppled down a
rocky embankment for about 70 metres.
By the time | reached it, the goat had
expired, although it was difficult to tell
which had killed it, the shot or the fall!

POWER POINT

This was an offshoot of the highly
successful .22 long rifle Power Point
projectile, so well known to rabbit
hunters. The projectile is pure lead,
given a copper wash and coated with
lubricant to keep the lead from fouling
the rifling. A slight redesign of the
.22Ir bullet was required in order to
adapt it to the .22 Magnumes higher
velocities. The powder charge was
slightly reduced also (compared to
Winchesterss other Magnum loads)
which resulted in a nominal velocity of

(. T L

1760fps with a 40 grain bullet.

Because the .22 Magnum has a larger
bore diameter than a standard .22 long
rifle, Winchester beefed up the sides of
the projectile. The multiple cannelures
and lubrication grooves associated
with the long rifle Power Point were
dispensed with. The sidewalls around
the mouth of the hollow-point were
also strengthened. The lower velocity
kept fouling to a minimum and the
deep, wide cavity ensured explosive
mushrooming at longer range even
after the velocity had bled off. It was
Winchesteres first attempt at developing
a new rimfire Magnum cartridge in
more than 35 years, and when it hit the
market around 1996, it was practically
assured success. This was, of course, no
doubt due to the excellent reputation of
the smaller .22 long rifle Power Point.

Inthe field, | have recovered projectiles
from goats which have expanded and
flattened out to almost .50 calibre. The
minor loss in velocity has more than
been made up for in energy transfer.
On smaller game like hares it is a very
emphatic stopper. Also, the risks of over
penetration or ricochets are reduced to
practically nil with this load.

JACKETED HOLLOW-POINT SUPREME
This cartridge, released in 1997, was
Winchesterss first deviation in weight
with their magnum projectiles. It was
a natural evolution. The weight was
dropped to 34 grains, the effects of
which were twofold. By lightening
(shortening) the bullet, velocity was
raised. By filling the extra space in
the case with a bit more gunpowder,
velocity was raised again for an
increase of 210fps over the 40 grain
load. The Supreme has a velocity of
2120fps. Winchester went to an entirely
different projectile design with this
particular .22 Magnum. The projectile is
copper-jacketed along its entire length,
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