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D
uring a recent visit to 
McCarthy•s Centre-Fire 
store in Dunedin I came 
upon this interesting rifle. 
The price seemed right, 

and I recalled that a mate had owned 
a Norinco that shot very well. In 
appearance the new EM322 looked 
quite different from the other blued 
steel, wood stocked .22lrs on offer, and 
when I tried the action it was much 
smoother than the Norinco•s older 
JW15 model. At the moment the EM322 
is available in .22 long rifle only, and 
I•d been looking for a .22 Magnum, but 
nonetheless I decided to ask Cameron 
Sports for an example to test. 

.22LR VERSUS .17HMR?
The .22 rimfire has been with us for 

a very long time. The .22 Short arrived 
in 1854 and the .22 long rifle in 1888. 
Anything that lasts that long has to have 
something going for it. Apart from its 
effectiveness on small game, the .22lr•s 
basic advantages are the low cost of the 
ammo and the variety available. 

Kiwi shooters know that the .22 long 
rifle knocks over rabbits and possums 
(and with head shots, the odd goat and 
pig too) with a high degrees of success. 
While the new .17HMR and .17HM2 
cartridges are designed for similar 
small game, at present the ammunition 
costs a lot more per shot. Further, if we 

are going to feed the rabbits to our 
dogs, or eat them ourselves, then bullet 
fragmentation can present problems 
with the lighter, much higher velocity 
.17 cal projectiles. With the relatively 
slow moving bullet of the .22lr there is 
usually only one piece of lead to find.

Rimfire .22 rifles are the most 
common of all firearms, so there 
is a lot of competition. Norinco•s 
products are at the low cost end 
of the market, and made in China, 
but reports from their owners are 
usually complimentary ! especially 
in the accuracy department. The older 
JW15A has a rather rough bolt action, 
but it•s difficult to complain when 
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The Norinco is a straight shooter, as these farmyard pests found to their cost. Note the good quality ventilated butt-pad.
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you can buy one for $299 including 
a scope. In contrast the new EM322, 
although about $50 more expensive, 
feels as smooth as my Brno was when 
I first bought it. But only an accurate 
rifle is any use, and I wanted to assure 
myself that I would not be a wasting 
$350 if I bought one.

DESCRIPTION
The Norinco EM332 action is based 

on the Brno and CZ design. In the box 
came the rifle with two magazines, 
and a Nikko-Stirling Platinum 1.5-6x36 
scope mounted in Crown rings. The 
rear sight had been removed to allow 
the scope to fit, but this now leaves 
enough space for a larger 3-9x40 scope 
to be mounted if the owner wishes.

The stock is plain, unchequered, 
matt finished hardwood, similar to 
the Marlin•s "Marlin-Shield#. There is 
a cheek piece on the left hand side, 
and a ventilated butt pad which, 
although not really necessary on a 
.22lr, is still nice to have.

With a weight of 3.5kg (7lbs) ! similar 
to many centre-fire rifles, recoil is non-
existent and the extra weight makes for 
a steady hold. With a spotlight attached 
however, and/or a bi-pod, the rifle 
might become tiring for youngsters to 
carry for any length of time.

The first thing that had caught my eye 
was the unusual cream/silver coloured 
finish of the trigger guard, bottom plate, 
and on the bases of the magazines.  
The trigger is blued steel with vertical 
grooves. The bolt is blued at the rear but 
the section that slides through the action 
is uncoated. The bolt handle is unusual 
in that looks like brushed aluminium, 
but is seems very sturdy with no sign of 
slack in the joint.

The five shot magazines fit flush with 
the bottom of the action and the magazine 
release is also well recessed, making the 
rifle comfortable to carry at its balance 
point. The magazines are metal boxes, 
with plastic carriers and bases. 

I was pleased to find swivel studs 
that allowed me fit a bi-pod, although 
on the negative side, the finishing 
between the butt pad and the stock was 
less than perfect all the way around. 
One of the compromises you have to 
make for the low cost. Equally, the 
bluing on the barrel showed a couple 
of colour spots, but you need to look 
for these faults ! they•re not obvious 
at a glance.

The 20 inch (51cm) barrel tapers 
from 22mm at the breech to 15mm at 

The EM322!s trigger guard and bottom plate unit comes with an attractive creamy-silver 

surface coating.

The internal surfaces of the hardwood stock would benefit from a coating of sealant, to 

prevent moisture from seeping in over time.

A Harris bi-pod up front, and sandbags at the rear, kept the Norinco steady for the accuracy tests.
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the muzzle, and comes with a blade 
foresight. There is no white spot on 
the foresight to reflect a spotlight 
beam back into the scope, which can 
happen. Some years ago a mate swore 
that I was shining my spotlight onto 
him one night, when in fact my light 
was off and the beam of his light was 
being reflected back from the thick 
white spot on his rifle•s foresight. 
(There were a few pigs around and he 
was carrying a heavier calibre rifle. 
With that fiasco we missed the lot%).

The EM322•s barrel is not free-
floating, and the channel shows 
some roughness and an incomplete 
waterproof coating. Opening up the 
channel in the timber until it is clear 
of the barrel, and properly sealing 
the exposed woodwork, will improve 
the stock•s long term durability, and 
possibly the rifle•s accuracy as well. 

The stock and action are held together 
by two allen bolts, which is becoming 
more common these days, and 
welcome too ! it prevents damaging 
the conventional screw heads with the 
wrong sized screwdrivers.

The barrel and bolt are both clearly 
serial numbered, with the bolt number 
being visible through the ejection port.

RANGE TESTING
At the range, I set the Norinco up 

securely with a Harris bi-pod up-front 
and sandbags at the rear. 

With the first shot I noticed that 
the trigger had about 1.5mm of 
movement, at a very low pressure, 
before the main trigger pressure was 
felt. The sear lets the trigger off with 
very little further movement, but at a 
pull of 2.7kg or 6lbs. The trigger is not 
adjustable, so to reduce the pull the 
rifle would have to go to a gunsmith 
to ensure that the modifications were 
carried out safely. I like a pull weight 
of 3lbs and have my own rifles set to 
this for consistency.

Like many .22 bolt actions, the 
bolt has to be snapped back rapidly, 
otherwise the empty case spins around 
and sits crossways on the next round in 
the magazine. It takes a little practice to 
get it right, but once mastered, proper 
ejection is easily achieved.

The bolt stop is a push-in lever on 
the left rear of the action. It•s easy to 
use, but make sure you hang onto the 
bolt ! it will fall straight out if you•re 
pointing the rifle up in the air. The 
two-position safety catch is located 
behind the bolt stop ! again it•s easy to 

The EM322!s bolt is based on the Brno design, and proved to be much smoother than the 

earlier JW15A model.

Detail of the EM322!s action, showing the magazine release and the grooved trigger blade.
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use, sliding backwards and forwards with very littl e noise. 
In the •on• position it locks both the bolt and the  trigger. 
Tucked away under the scope, it is unlikely to be p ushed 
off by accident.

All .22 rimfires love some ammo and dislike others.  In 
some cases only one or two brands will shoot accurately 
in a given rifle. I keep 10 different makes and typ es of .22 
ammo on hand to run through test rifles, to find wh ich 
works best. The Norinco EM332 was no exception; it excelled 
with Winchester Power Points, and shot very well wit h 
Winchester Super-Speed. With six other brands it produced 
30mm groups, all measured at 50 yards. 

The first Winchester Power Point group at 50 yards was 
small enough to be covered by a new 10 cent coin. That 
seemed too good to be true, but the weather conspired to 
put a hold on a repeat test. It either rained, or a howling 
Canterbury Nor-Wester spoiled the day on the range.  
Eventually however, I did get to run a new set of g roups. 
This time the Power Points averaged 19mm, still almost 
covered by a new 20 cent coin, with just the ragged edges of 
the bullet holes showing.

The level of accuracy achieved by the EM322 was highly 
acceptable, and the equal of many rifles with much higher 
price tags.

As a rabbit and a few magpies found to their cost, the 
Norinco•s accuracy is excellent. I have no hesitation in 
suggesting the EM332 if you•re looking for a low cost .22 that 
shoots straight. It carries on the reputation of th e JW15A, but 
looks and feels much better than the price suggests.  
David J. Silvester
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