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M
ost New Zealand hunters and 
shooters have owned or at 
least looked through a Nikko-
Stirling scope. They’ve always 
been reasonably priced, durable 

for most applications, and readily 
available in the Australasian market. 
The latest offering is the Nighteater 10-
50x60AG featuring an FT (!eld target) 
reticle, which is creating a lot of interest 
among varmint and competition target 
shooters worldwide.

BACKGROUND 
Nikko-Stirling scopes have had a 

long history in New Zealand and Aus -
tralia and therefore it is no surprise 

that the background of the Nighteater 
is close to home. Development of the 
Nighteater range began in Australia, 
primarily to satisfy professional 
kangaroo shooters who hunt mainly 
at night, and like to head shoot kan-
garoos for meat and skins at ranges 
of around 200 to 300 metres. For this 
they needed a scope that was reliable, 
could be illuminated for night shoot-
ing, and with a reticle designed for 
easy adjustments to the holdover and 
windage settings. 

The 10-50x60 is also favored by air 
ri"e !eld and target shooters – up to 
50% of the competitors in the USFT na-
tional titles use this scope. In fact many 

titles have been won using the 10-50x60 
because of its precision and durabil-
ity, which has earned Nikko-Stirling a 
number of product awards. 

FT airguns are amazingly crafted 
and have very little recoil, yet they can 
destroy an ordinary scope in under 150 
shots. The reason is that most scopes are 
built to handle recoil in one direction 
only – backwards. Airguns however, 
with their heavy springs, pistons and 
valve systems, can produce all sorts 
of weird vibrations in all directions. 
Although their recoil seems light, they 
actually cause many scopes to fail un-
less they’re speci!cally designed for 
the job. 

Optic's editor Donald MacDonald puts a ªNighteaterº to the test...
Nikko-Stirling 10-50x60 FT ±
Don installed the big 18ºlong Nighteater on his new .223 varmint ri¯e and was very pleased with its performance in the ®eld.
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FEATURES AND SPECIFICATIONS
The features of the Nighteater 10-

50x60 include a one-piece 30mm tube 
that supplies rigidity and strength to 
the scope, and an extended tapered bell 
that incorporates the built in sunshade. 
The 30mm tube also allows for a nice 
transition to the 60mm multi-coated 
objective lens. The 42mm ocular lens is 
also multi-coated and features a slide 
ring focus that is tight and precise, tak-
ing away the need for a locking ring. 

Eye relief is speci!ed as 3.5 inches, and 
the !eld of view ranges from 10.5 down 
to 2.2 yards at 100 yards, depending on 
the magni!cation. 

The Nighteater has push to lock wind-
age and elevation adjustments, with 
1/8” increments@ 100 yards, allowing 
for !ne and precise corrections. Also, in 
the scope’s saddle area is the dedicated 
parallax adjustment dial that runs from 
10 metres to in!nity with short, me -
dium and long range increments. The 

A comprehensive guide explains the workings of the reticle, and how to get the best from it.

The Nighteater's most unusual feature is the accessory wheel that attaches to the parallax 
adjuster ± it allows changes to the settings to be made very quickly and precisely.
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Nighteater’s length comes in just under 
465mm (18.3”) and weight-wise the 
scope is reasonably heavy at 836 grams 
(29.5oz). 

A small tip about scope weight; 
because of its inertia, a large scope 
attached to a hard recoiling ri"e is sub -
jected to extreme force. A heavy scope 
and rings are going to get hammered if 
you choose to put them on something 
like a .300 Win Mag ri"e, or bigger. A 
general rule is the heavier recoiling the 
ri"e, the lighter the scope for it. 

The Nighteater’s extras include a 
120mm sunshade extension that !ts into 
the objective bell, and Nikko-Stirling’s 
spring loaded clear "ip up lens caps 
which I have always been in favor of, 
especially when I’m hunting in rain or 
pushing through wet bush. 

An unusual accessory that comes with 
some models is the wheel that clips on 
to the left mounted parallax dial. The 
wheel makes for fast and precise focus-
ing of the parallax adjustment even if it 
looks cumbersome. A saddle-mounted 
adjustment system like this means that 
you can set the parallax without mov-
ing your gaze too far from the eye-piece. 
With a bell-mounted adjustment how -
ever, more wrist movement is involved 
to turn it, and you have to look down to 
see what you’ve set, which means you 
then have to re-acquire your target. 

For most of us parallax is not too 
important – an inch or so out on a 
deer up to 300 metres probably won’t 
affect the outcome too much. For long 

The reticle turrets are pushed down to lock the settings ± a useful system.

The parallax wheel clips onto the adjuster turret, and is easily removed if necessary.

range varminting and target shooting 
though, using higher magni!cations, 
it can mean the difference between 
valuable points in competition scores 
or connecting with a 300 metre plus 
varminting head shot that you might 
otherwise have missed. 

Another positive aspect of the Night -
eater’s parallax adjustment is that it 
allows for basic range !nding. Simply 
aim at your target and turn the paral-
lax wheel until the target is in perfect 

focus, then read the distance. You’ll be 
surprised how well this scope can do 
this up to around 500 metres.

THE FT RETICLE
The FT reticle is designed for projec-

tiles with large trajectory variations, like 
airgun pellets and rim!re cartridges, or 
centre!re calibres beyond 400 metres. 
A complete guide to using the reticle 
with simple and clear instructions is 
included with the scope. Without going 

Don found that all the adjusters on the scope 
moved smoothly and ®rmly, and held their 
settings without the need for locking rings.
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into too much detail, the reticle allows 
you to measure your target and !nd 
its range at 10x magni!cation. At 100 
metres the !rst horizontal line equates 
to 25mm, with the following bars in 
50mm increments. Wind drift is also 
available in 50mm increments. 

I found the quick measurement table 
to be of great value, even if it was only 
to be used at 10x magni!cation. Once 
the range was known, two shot hits 
were easy. A good example was a hare 
at 300 metres; my !rst shot kicked up 
a small dust cloud 300mm below the 
target. According to the table the 3rd 
line down was the correct holdover. 
The next shot resulted in a dead hare. 

A lot of scopes today come with bal-
listic charts and drop sheets of loads, 
together with suggestions for hold-over 
and windage. All these can be of interest 
and may put you in the ball park, but in 
the real world you need to invest a day 
or two at the range with your speci!c 
barrel, load and personal capabilities to 
see what works best for you.

TEST TIME
After !tting the scope to my .223 and 

zeroing it, I lined the crosshairs up on 

ªup to 50% of the 

competitors in the USFT 

national titles use this 

scope.º

The 10-50x60FT has a 30mm tube, a side-mounted parallax adjuster (aka ªsaddle-mountedº), 
and weighs 29.5oz. It's designed speci®cally for target and varmint shooting.

The parallax adjuster can still be used without 
the wheel if the shooter desires.

the centre of a 1 inch grid at a distance 
of 100 yards and wound the elevation 
and windage knobs through their full 
ranges, noting the correlation between 
these adjustments and the static grid 
– it seemed precise. I also repeated this 
with live !ring. Allowing for my shoot -
ing errors, the point of impact with 
each shot was quite close to the inch of 
movement I’d dialed in. 

The scope’s moving parts, like the fast 
focus eyepiece and the magni!cation 
ring, are smooth, precise and stable 
enough to hold their setting which saves 
forever adjusting. Optically the scope 
seems clear and resolves detail well. 

As expected with a scope of such high 
magni!cation and a small exit pupil, 
its performance was reduced in lower 
light conditions even with the extra 
light gathering qualities of the 60mm 
objective lens and the 30mm tube. The 
speci!cations state that the scope has 
been nitrogen !lled for fog proo!ng 
and water tested to a depth of 1.5 me-
tres, which seems a good honest claim, 
although I didn’t put it to the test.

IN THE FIELD
After getting used to the reticle and 

parallax adjustments, using the scope 
for pest control was great fun. With the 
help of a good spotter I readjusted my 
shots and simply held over the required 
amount. Then after a few shots I started 

remembering what distances coincided 
with the reticle’s reference points, and 
head and neck shots became the norm. 
All up the Nighteater helped me to 
shoot 58 hares and rabbits at distances 
varying between 50 metres and 300 
metres before I ran out of ammunition.

CONCLUSION
The Nighteater 10-50x60 is a scope 

designed for competition or precision 
varmint shooting. It is a durable Japa-
nese manufactured optic that seems 
to be able to handle the rigors of com-
petitive airguns, but its size and weight 
probably won’t see it carried around in 
tahr country! 

There are many new reticle designs 
available at the moment and the 
Nighteater FT has a busy one with 
many increments. The offset allows 
for an increased level of critical eleva-
tion, which is fantastic, and where 
a lot of long range reticles come up 
short. The increments go right to the 
bottom of the sight picture, thus with 
the offset available it is possible to 
pull off hold-over shots on varmints 
you wouldn’t believe. 

The Nighteater 10-50x60FT is im-
ported by Cameron Sports in Auckland 
and had a RRP of a little over $800 at 
the time of writing, subject to exchange 
rates. 
Donald MacDonald
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