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Howa rifles are built in Tokyo by Howa Machinery Li mited and are distributed in Australia 
by Highland Sports.  Make no mistake, they are extr emely well machined and many US 
manufactures now use these actions for custom rifle s.  Howa has a long history of building
firearms and I would say overall, quality is above some big US manufacturers. 

The M-1500 action has been used in a
number of Howa models in the past.
Success has come over the years with

such rifles as the Howa Christensen and the
Howa Hogue Over-Moulded stock.
Companies such as Weatherby have based
their Vanguard models on the Howa  M-1500
barrelled action.  Howa actually made the
world famous Mark V action for a period of
time for the late Roy E Weatherby after
production costs by JP Sauer rose
significantly.  The same basic Howa 1500
mechanical assembly has been sold under
Smith & Wesson and Mossberg brand
names, as well as under its own Howa brand
name.     

Howa Machinery Limited makes a number
of versions of the M-1500 including stainless,
or blued barrelled actions, and walnut or
synthetic stocked finished rifles.

For our review, we were provided with a
Howa Hogue M-1500 .300 WSM in a
stainless black synthetic configuration.  This
calibre is perfect for the larger species of deer
and has a significant edge over the proven
30/06.  I hope Howa continue chambering
the WSM cartridges as they do use genuine
short action. 

The Hogue stock is made by high
temperature bonding to create a synthetic
rubber which is over a ridged fibreglass
frame.  This creates a stable structure that is
soft to touch yet is resistant to oils and
solvents.  Checkering is replaced on the
Hogue stock with a dimple style grip which
promotes a positive and secure grip.  The
forearm utilises a wider style with dimple
style checkering and is easy to grasp.  

The stock is pillar bedded through
aluminium inserts.  This allows for the floor
plate and trigger guard hardware to be
properly torqued.  Experienced shooters are
aware that accuracy improvements can be
made by correct stock tightening.

The Howa stocks design and assembly is
impressive, for it has the ability to reduce
recoil via its three lug recoil reducing system.
This is further improved by its Hogue energy
absorbing recoil pad which is important in
larger calibre rifles such as the 300 WSM.

The bolt utilises a two lug design and a 90
degree bolt rotation; cartridges are push fed.
The bolt also features three gas ports to allow
for high pressure bleed off in the event of a
case failure.  This is an added safety feature.
Whilst operating the bolt, the rotation of

open, close and lock up are smooth and
positive.

The model 1500 offers an added bonus with
its three position safety features.  The safety
leaver pushed all the way forward, removes
the safety.  One click back puts the gun on
safe, which still enables the bolt to still be
opened and closed.  However, when pulled
all the way back, the safety is on and the bolt
is locked and is unable to be opened.

The receiver on the M-1500 is flat bottomed
and matches up well to the stocks inletting.
The top of the receiver is drilled and tapped
for standard Remington 700 scope bases and
utilises a rounded front receiver, whilst the
rear is only slightly rounded.    

Howa rifle triggers are fully adjustable and
out of the box, perform well.  Howa triggers
are famous for consistent, crisp let off.  The
trigger is a beauty and can be adjusted by
most gunsmiths to some great settings. 

The floor plate and trigger guard are finished
nicely.  The floor plate opens easily and the
release is embedded in the front of the trigger
guard.  The magazine well is easy to feed in
from the top and bullets are extracted from
the floor plate.  I also noted that there are no
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plastic
parts in both

the floor plate or magazine
well and is as tough as nails.  This is

also where the quality of machining is most
evident when you compare it to some other
brands.

The Howa Hogue M-1500 magnum utilises
a 24" barrel which is factory free floated.  The
barrel is hammer forged and in the stainless
option, it is finished in matte silver.  Accuracy
has not been a problem from any of the
Howa rifle barrels. 

ANikko Diamond 30mm 3-9 x 42 Riflescope
was used for the review of the Howa Hogue
M-1500.  Nikko Diamond scopes use
precision Japanese glass and a high quality
lens coating which provides a clear, clean
and sharp viewing image.  The scope is
waterproof, fog proof and shockproof and
the 30mm tube is also nitrogen filled.  These

scopes
are incredibly good value at the present

time and are fully backed by Highland
Sports in the unlikely event of a failure.  It is
amazing how good these scopes really are.  It
easily withstood the punishment of the 300
short magnum.

The Diamond scope features an oversized
windage and elevation adjustment knobs, as
well as a rubber enhanced zoom ring for
quick and easy adjustment in the field.  The
style of reticle helps hunters to quickly
acquire the target even with running game.
The rubber enhanced zoom ring allows for a
non slip adjustment in cold or wet
conditions which is an added plus.  The
scope was attached to the Howa using
Nikko Gold Crown 30mm tactical steel rings
and weaver style bases were used on the
receiver.  The 42mm objective lens with its
light gathering abilities are an added bonus
when used in conjunction with the Howa
300 WSM.       

Howa Hogue M-1500 Features

The M-1500 offers many advanced features.
Here are a number of features listed by the
manufacturer:-

Non-slip Cobblestone• grip, works in all
weather conditions;

Comfortable soft grip, helps to absorb recoil,
reducing fatigue over extended shooting
sessions;

Fibreglass reinforced skeleton, for strength
and perfect fit-to-action;

Will not harden with age; 

Impervious to gun cleaning solvents/gun oils;

Pillar bedding uses aluminium bosses for
rock-solid accuracy;

Barrel free-floats for maximum accuracy;

Stocks come with ambidextrous palm swells,
a "varminter" style forend, built-in swivel studs
and a Hogue recoil pad;

Extensive range of calibres up to 338 Win;

Large M16 style extractor.
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Range Test

The Howa Hogue M-1500 was bench tested
using 180gn Sierra Game King hand loads.

68gn of RE19 was used pushing the projectile
at 2980 fps.  Our loads combined with the
Sierra Game King performed very well.
Groups averaged 1.182" and the best group
was measured in at 0.882 " at 100 metres.
Previous experience with a Howa 300wsm
has shown that the first two shots can cut
under half MOA before heat builds up and
the third is a little to the right still about thre e
quarter MOA.  This is excellent accuracy
from a sporting weight barrel.

This type of performance is straight out of the
box at factory standards.  Howa have a
reputation for having rock solid accuracy
and the range test speaks for itself.

The rifle was still mild to shoot over a
prolonged number of shots.  Reduced recoil
with stock design and the recoil pad made
the Howa Hogue M-1500 comfortable to
shoot in a 300 WSM.  The stock just absorbs
recoil and the 338 win mag round would be
a breeze to handle for the experienced hunter.

The bolt with its 90 degree rotation operated
smoothly and the ammunition fed in and out
of the magazine well.  The magazine holds
three rounds; a fourth can be chambered by

holding down the magazine loaded ammo
while the bolt is closed on the fourth.  The
bolt fit is tight, the motion smooth and was
able to feed large quantities of ammo with
ease.  The three position safety is positive, as
is the bolt release, and there was no binding
after repeated use and at elevated
temperatures. 

Hunting and Hunt ability Test

The Howa Hogue M-1500 was taken on a
backpack hunt in the Butcher Country.  The
hunt consisted of a lot of glassing and
walking, overall the rifle preformed well.
The manageable weight and the added
strength/reliability of a stainless and
synthetic combination made the Howa
Hogue M-1500 a top choice for high country
use.  Hunting in any type of Sambar Country
demands a rifle that can stand up to all types
of weather and variable conditions. 

The Nikko Diamond 30mm 3-9 x 42 scopes
also performed well.  Clear clean optics
combined with a larger objective lens makes
the Nikko Diamond a great choice.  Light
weight and tactical steel mounts make a
scope that will stand up to the recoil of the
.300 WSM.  This power was selected as it had
the best eye relief for a magnum rifle.

Conclusion

The 300 WSM is a powerful cartridge,
obviously capable of good accuracy and it
can keep pace with the large Magnums.
Recoil is manageable and the feel of the

Hogue stock is good and grips well in all
types of weather.  It is a tough durable
combination that will not fail.

For someone who is looking for these types
of features in a model, I think it©s hard to pass
up the Howa Hogue M-1500 and its
performance won©t be disappointing.
Accuracy out of the box and being a flat
shooter makes the Howa Hogue M-1500 .300
WSM a stand out for longer shots.  There are
no plastic parts that jump out at you and you
can see real value in the 1500. 

The Howa Hogue M-1500©s hardware,
design, additional features and price, make
this rifle appealing to a broad range of
hunters.

In a future Edition of VDHM, Herb Lonsing
(one who loves to tinker), will be
customizing his own Howa rifle specifically
for varied hunting conditions.  There is
nothing wrong with a high quality standard
1500 Howa, but Herb thinks he can take one
of these to the next level and create a unique
and highly accurate mountain rifle.  I
suppose this speaks volumes as to how
highly Herb values the Howa action and
barrel.  Yes, he did have to purchase his own
from Clayton Firearms and has possibly
secured one of the last production WSM
actions.  There aren©t as many free meals as
many people believe.  Arguably, the current
Howa would have to be one of the best value
solidly built rifles around. 
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