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HATSAN'S OPTIMA 
OVER & UNDERS
B

ack in March 1926 the prolific 
American firearm designer 
John Browning received a 
patent for his last invention, his 
•Superimposed• over & under 

shotgun, a model that set the standard 
around the world. Needless to say, 
there have been many attempts by 
others to get around his patents since. 
The high priced Browning encouraged 
others to produce similar but more 
easily mass-produced, and therefore 
cheaper copies. 

Later, even the Browning company 
came out in response with its own 
cheaper version; the Browning Citori. 
Italian gunmakers such as Franchi in 
the 1980•s, Zoli in 2000, and Rizzini, 
have also produced variations on the 
Browning theme. The new Hatsan 
Optima, despite its Turkish origins, 
is a pretty good Doppelganger for 
the Franchi, Zoli or Rizzini, and no 
doubt a few others. 

Of course, European wages being 
what they are, buying a new Belgian-
made Browning, or even an Italian-
made shotgun, is now going to be a real 
stretch for shooters on a modest budget. 
But much the same product, from an 
eastern country like Turkey, is going 
to be substantially more competitively 
priced. Those looking for a basic over & 
under should probably look no further. 
However, there are no free lunches, and 
inevitably something must suffer when 
you buy in this price range. 

Three grades of the Hatsans are 
currently being imported by Cameron 
Sports Imports in Albany, all with 
steel receivers, and all lightly machine 
engraved. These are the Optima Silver 
Select, with a soft white nickel finish, 
the Optima Silver Synthetic with 

Reviewed by Shotgun Editor John Dyer

John put a lot of rounds through the budget-priced Hatsans, on geese and possums, without 
experiencing any malfunctions.

polymer stock and fore-end, and the 
Optima B12 where B probably stands 
for a black receiver. 

Unlike most of the older double guns 
with their short 2-3/4• chambers and 
fixed chokes, the Hatsan is entirely of 
modern spec. Its 12 gauge, 3• chambers 
mean that it would be quite at home 
in the maimai, even when geese 
come along. Screw-in chokes mean 

that you can shoot steel shot, (these 
guns are proofed at 1200 kg/cm2), or 
alternatively, screw-in tighter chokes 
for off-season pest control with lead 
shot. The chokes supplied with the 
Silver Select and B12 are Full, Modified 
and Improved Cylinder. 

All three Hatsan models use trunions 
to pivot the barrels, which allows a 
shallower receiver for better in-line 
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recoil transmission. All three have a 
substantial bite on the rear lump to hold 
the barrels down, and this area has a 
smart engine-turned finish. However, 
here•s where the compromise begins. 
Double guns typically involve a good 
deal of hand finishing to mate these 
parts up closely. Hand finishing costs 
money and these are budget guns. On 
the test guns, when these bites were 
smoked (by playing a kerosene flame 
under them), it was clear that they did 
not make good contact. The Silver Select 
was somewhat better than the B12 in this 
regard, but still not ideal. Forward of the 
monobloc•s bifurcated rear lump there 
is a flat area which should also be in 
immediate contact with a corresponding 
recess in the receiver. It was not, which 
means that if the gun was used with stiff 
3• Magnums on a routine basis, or lots 
and lots of 2-3/4• shells, the unsupported 
thrust would sooner or later cause it to 
shoot loose. This problem is not unique 
to Hatsans, but it does show that you 
only get what you pay for. 

Both the models reviewed had 
inertia type, gold-plated triggers. The 
B12 model had an 11lb -14oz first pull 
and a 9lb 11oz second pull. Rebounding 
firing pins meant no drag. The cocking 
dog looked stronger than the Beretta 

The Hatsans all come with 28º barrels and modern style ventilated butt pads that do a great job of absorbing recoil.

ªTheir nickel-chromium-

molybdenum steel barrels 

have white hard-chrome 

finished bores and black hard 

chrome exterior finishes,º

type it copied. Likewise, the cocking 
extension on the fore-end looked to 
be an improvement on the similar 
Italian types it imitated, which were 
occasionally prone to breakage. The 
barrel bores looked nicely •struck•, 
ie; smooth and concentric ! in fact, 
superior to many better known firearm 
makes. The B12 bore measured a 

normal .729• diameter, which brought 
to mind the old Russian over & unders 
with their tight bores (set up for pre-
plastic era cardboard wads), that 
used to boot proportionately. No such 
problem with the Hatsan. 

Chokes were 4-thou for the Improved 
Cylinder choke and 18-thou for the 
Modified ! entirely satisfactory. The 
hammer seemed to be around 35-
40 Rockwell, which is in the ideal 
hardness range, not so hard that it 

would be brittle, and not so soft that 
it would wear prematurely. The B12 
weighed in at 8lb 6oz. That•s perhaps 
a tad heavy, but when you touch off a 
few 3• Magnums, you might quickly 
form a different opinion. 

Among other possibilities, I see the 
Hatsan as a good beginner•s gun for 
the young hunter who should probably 
wait a year or two before getting a 
semi-auto. There•s nothing like the 
knowledge that you only have two shots 
to discipline a youngster into holding 
off until the birds are properly in range. 
Or to take that extra bit of care getting 
the forward-lead right. However, that•s 
not to say that this is the only role for 
the Hatsans. Their nickel-chromium-
molybdenum steel barrels have white 
hard-chrome finished bores and black 
hard chrome exterior finishes, which 
means that they•re a good deal more 
rust resistant for those who aren•t as 
fussy as they could be about cleaning 
guns properly and promptly. So as a 
casual farmer•s gun, the Hatsans might 
be good value too. Mind you, any gun 
will certainly rust around the action 
area if you put it away wet, so don•t 
take it for granted if you want it looking 
smart in years to come. Realize too that 
modern plastic wads contain sulphur, 
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The Hatsans are fitted with non-ejecting extractors and chambered for 3º shells.

which forms H2SO4 inside the barrel 
and attacks chrome. 

Also be aware that during 
manufacture most nickel-plated steel 
firearm finishes are usually copper-
plated first, and modern copper-
solvent rifle cleaners, such as Hoppes 
and Sweets, can strip off both copper 
and nickel. Use an appropriate cleaner 
and you•ll have no problems. 

The Optima Silver Select is by far the 
best looking of the trio of models, in 
my opinion, with an oil finished, select 

Turkish walnut stock complete with 
fancy grain. Some of the best walnut in 
the world comes from Turkey. The fore-
end, however, was not a close match. In 
contrast, the matt-finished B12 was of 
a much plainer grade with little wood 
grain visible. Yet again, you get what 
you pay for. Hatsan states that the stock 
timber is •kiln dried and moisture 
stabilized•. That•s good to know. Use 
a good waterproof stockwax on it like 
Australian-made Gilly Stephenson•s 
beeswax, and you won•t go far wrong. 

However, as pretty as the Silver 
Select wood is, the Hatsan Silver 
Synthetic, (not supplied for testing), 
is perhaps the way the world is going. 
This dark grey/black polymer stock 
boasts contrasting light grey panels 
on the pistol grip and fore-end. More 
importantly, unlike its stable mates, it 
has an adjustable comb which might 
prove useful. What is certain is that it•s 
going to be a lot more impervious to 
the wet world of waterfowling.  

The barrel length of all these 
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Hatsans is a sensible 28•. Shooters 
of old liked their barrels longer, but 
really, there•s nothing to be gained in 
terms of velocity when you•re using 
modern shells. A 28• shotgun barrel is 
a sweet handling package, especially 
for pheasant hunting where a quick 
swing is important. 

The Hatsan•s barrel selector system 
is similar to Beretta•s. Simply push a 
small button inside the safety slide to 
the right for the under-barrel, and to 
the left for the over-barrel. A choice 
of barrels, and therefore chokes, is 
immediately at hand. The safety itself 
is non-automatic which is either a 
good thing or a bad one depending 
on who you•re talking to. I prefer 
automatic safeties, especially on guns 
for beginners, but many clay target 
shooters would disagree. I do think 
the Hatsan•s safety would benefit from 
having just a little more resistance on 
its spring so that it snaps on and off 
more positively. Again, this is a matter 
of opinion and may vary between 
different guns. 

Both Select models come with Hiviz 
Spark type front sights that allow you 
to shoot in low light environments. 
This sight is an option on the basic 
grade of gun. It•s the way many modern 

guns are heading. Another merit is the 
Franchi-styled  recoil pad. It allows the 
shooter to customize his gun with up 
to three (hence it•s name •Triopad•), 
5mm wide spacers, until the length-of-
pull (i.e. the stock length) is just right. 
That•s a great improvement over many 
other firearms. No more battered 
fingers or noses" 

The curved and ventilated recoil 
pad, although very contemporary 
styled, could be difficult to replace in 
years to come unless a similar shaped 
one could be found. On the plus side 
however, my 13-year old was shooting 
some pretty stiff steel loads through 
the Hatsans and came to no harm, so 
the novel pad design certainly works. 
Sling swivels seem to be optional, but 
were fitted on the test guns. These are 
a handy accessory, which means your 
hands are freed up to carry decoys or 
retrieved birds. 

All three grades of Hatsan over & 
under have extractors rather than 
ejectors. That could perhaps slow you 
down in a maimai when the action gets 
hot. The test guns arrived immediately 
after the duck season, but they 
performed more than adequately on 
both geese and pheasants. How many 
possums we shot I can only guess at. 

In that time we never had a problem 
or malfunction of any sort. One well-
known firearm dealer took our Silver-
Select to the range to try it, and handed 
it around as well. He had no problem 
shooting his usual averages. 

I would summarize by saying that if 
you•re on a budget, but want a value-
for-money over & under, then one of 
these Hatsans will do the job. Some 
of the similar guns made in Italy 
were fitted with ejectors, and this is 
perhaps the only thing missing that 
might be an issue depending on the 
type of shooting you•re doing. The 
recoil bearing surfaces on the test 
guns would give me pause if I was 
planning to give them a very hard 
and long life, but there are few if any 
other under & over shotguns available 
in this price range, so Hatsan does 
supply a need which manufacturers 
in other countries, with their 
generally much higher labour costs, 
would struggle to match. 
John Dyer

The Optimas are very reasonably 
priced at $760 for the Grade One guns, 
$799 for the synthetic models, and $899 
for the Deluxe Grade Two models.

The nicely oiled and grained Turkish walnut on the Optima Silver Select model appealed to the author.
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