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HATSAN•S MODEL 55 
.177 AIR RIFLE !
I

•m fairly experienced at hunting 
with firearms, but only recently 
have I taken up the art of hunting 
with air rifles.

What amazes me about these 
new generation air guns is the level 
to which they have evolved. They are 
certainly not toys anymore • they•ve 
developed into very powerful, highly 
accurate, hi-tech rifles.    

I was surprised to learn that 
Winchester and Daisy order quite a 
few of their rifles from Hatsan. In 
fact, the Hatsan 35 is exactly the same 
rifle as the Winchester 500, and the 
Hatsan 55 is really a Winchester 1000 
-X. Hatsan rifles are manufactured 

in two countries, Turkey and Brazil, 
although the company•s head office 
is situated in Turkey. Among many 
other products, they also manufacture 
a range of shotguns. 

What struck me first about the 
Model 55s are their stocks. They•re 
made from Turkish walnut, and thus 
no two rifles are identical. I personally 
prefer timber stocks to the synthetic 
units found on so many rifles these 
days. In my opinion wood gives any 
rifle that much more character.

The second feature that impressed 
me was the velocity at which the Model 
55 delivers a pellet • 1000fps (300m/s). 
This kind of velocity offers tremendous 

Reviewed by 
Braam Papenfus

With a muzzle velocity of 1000fps, the Hatsan Model 55 packs plenty of punch for small game hunting.

Crosman 10.5 grain round nose pellets are 

the author!s choice for hunting at ranges 

beyond 30 metres or so.
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