
10     NZG&H     ISSUE 110     JAN/FEB     2009

F
E

A
T

U
R

E
 A

R
T

IC
L

E

T
he Browning Pump Shotgun 
(BPS) “Hunter” is easily one of 
the better looking, better made 
pump-actions on the market and 
available in a wide variety of 

gauges. Let’s take the 16-gauge BPS for 
a walk to see what it offers. 

The Utah based firearms inventor 
John Moses Browning was designing 
pump-action shotguns as far back as 
1893, but more pertinent to the history of 
the BPS was his last repeating shotgun. 
Patented in 1915, this was an unusual 
bottom-ejecting 20-gauge design that 
Remington manufactured as their own 
Model 17 until 1933. When that patent 
expired several other manufacturers, 
most notably Ithaca “borrowed” 
the design, and in various gauges, 
including 16, called it their Ithaca 37. 
It became their mainstay pump-action 
gun for many years to follow. 

Not too many Ithaca firearms of 
any model made it to New Zealand, 
but when I searched the Internet for 
background on the Browning BPS, first 
released in 1977, more than one forum 
contributor said, “think of it as an Ithaca 
with twin action bars”. That, of course, 
is a good thing since twin-action bars 
mean a much smoother pump. 

The vital statistics set this 16-gauge 
specimen apart from its closest rival, 
because the BPS is built on a 20-gauge 
frame. This makes for a somewhat 
lighter shotgun at 7lbs-7oz  (3.4kg) 
whereas the 12 gauge model weighs 
7lbs-12oz. That’s more or less what 
we’d expect of the 16-gauge, known as 
“the queen of the uplands” largely due 
to it being lighter to carry and quicker-
handling than a standard 12 gauge. 

Other manufacturers frequently take 
the easier option of simply installing a 
16 gauge barrel on a 12 gauge frame. 
The result is sometimes heavier than 

BROWNING BPS HUNTER  
16-Gauge Pump ±
Shotgun editor John Dyer checks out the latest model...

The BPS's design bears similarities with Winchester's famous Model-12 ± it's one of the 
smoothest John has encountered.
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the 12 gauge version, even if said barrel 
does have “Light Contour” stamped on 
it! Now where’s the advantage in that?

Why did Browning chose bottom 
ejection?  First, you won’t be chucking 
shells past your mates in the maimai. 
They’ll be neatly stacking up around 
your feet. No need to search for them 
in a field either. Nor will they be 
flicking past the eye of the shooter, be 
he left or right handed. Coupled with 
a sliding safety at the top rear of the 
receiver, this ambidextrous shotgun is 
as natural for a left-hander as it is for a 
right. You can still load the gun without 
having to turn it over. Just push shells 
into the chamber or up into magazine 
with your thumb. 

The bottom-eject system is slightly 
unusual if you’re used to side-eject 
shotguns. Two thin action guides 
sit either side of the dual purpose 
loading/ejection port. These bars flick 
up or down to guide shells to their 
proper places, depending whether 
they’re being loaded or ejected. To load 
the chamber, simply pull the pump 
handle back a little until the two arms 
sit up high in the receiver and guide 
the first shell into the breech. Then shut 
the slide and the next four shells can 

To eject shells from the magazine the stud at the left rear of the trigger guard is pushed in, then it's just a matter of working the pump. The gold-
plated trigger contributes to the gun's high quality appearance, but at a pull weight of over 7lbs its mechanism is definitely on the heavy side.

The safety catch is a sliding button located at the rear of the receiver.

be fed into the magazine by running 
them along the bottom of the bolt. The 
latter, by the way, is a nicely machined 
steel breech-block reminding me of the 
Winchester Model-12, the most famous 
pump of all. To eject shells, point the 
muzzle in a safe direction, depress 

the stud at the left rear of the trigger 
guard and pump away. Or to empty 
just the magazine, simply press the 
small cartridge stop stud on the right 
side of the receiver port and they’ll 
pop out of the mag one at a time under 
light spring pressure. This is one of the 
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smoothest shotgun magazines I can 
think of. 

 Apart from the bottom ejection, the 
forged and machined steel receiver 
styling is also very much Winchester 
Model 12. Even the high-standing top 
rib approximates the Winchester’s 
“duck-bill” rib extension. The muzzle 
end of the slim 16-gauge tube is slightly 
flared to accommodate Browning’s 
standard Invector choke system. Three 
flush fitting chokes are supplied – the 
usual suspects; improved cylinder, 
modified and full. All have notch 
codes so they’re identifiable externally; 
one notch for full, three for modified 
and four for improved cylinder. The 
barrel is stamped “Browning Arms, 
Morgan, Utah. Made in Japan/Miroku”. 
Miroku Arms have been making guns 
for Browning for many years. On the 
other side it states that this is a 28” 
barrel field model suitable for 2-3/4” 
shells. There are no 16 gauge 3” shells, 
of course. Magazine capacity with 
these standard length shells is 4 +1 in 
the breech. 

The stock is plain but smart walnut 
with a satin finish, finished off with a 
plastic “Browning” marked end cap. 
The checkering is well done and early 
complaints about too-sharp points 
seem to have been listened to. Some 
forum users also complained that 
the BPS felt too long in their hands. I 
experienced this too until I learned 
to hold the fore-end a bit further back 
where its profile is more of a “beaver 
tail”. Once you make that adjustment, 
it’s fine. 

Two shot-shell loads were supplied 
with the test gun:  The Winchester 
Super-X cartridge uses a Riefenhauser 
style hull. This simply means it has 
a separate tyre-shaped plastic base 
inside a straight-sided, ribbed case. 
The load supplied, 1-1/8oz of #4 
lead, worked well on both waterfowl 
and upland game. The other load, a 
Spanish made GB shell, contains a 28-
gram load (marked 30-gram!), in #7 
lead that would be at home on quail or 
clays. The 20 gauge is a “sub-gauge” 
and therefore exempt from the ban 
on lead shot, though Fish & Game 
could easily review this policy with or 
without notice and/or consultation. 

I checked the hardness of both shot 
types on an industry standard tester 
and they both compared well with 
various competitor’s shot in the same 
sizes. Patterns were on the money for 
point-of-aim.

To load the chamber, the pump handle is pulled back until the two guiding arms sit up high in the 
receiver. As the handle returns, the first shell slides smoothly into the breech.

Two steel action guides sit either side of the loading/ejection port and flick up or down to guide 
shells when they're being loaded or ejected.

The bolt/breech block is a very solid and nicely machined piece of steel.
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COMBINES SEVEN FUNCTIONS INTO ONE - 

· bio-degradable · non-abrasive
· non-¯ammable · non-toxic

KITZ Conquest
Made from natural vegetable oils.
Tested extensively by the Royal Brunei Army on their weapons in the ®eld 

Trade enquiries welcome ±
Marketed exclusively in New Zealand by CYNK NZ.
Ph: 07 5787 875. Email: cynknz@live.com

Universal gun cleaner, prevents rust, degreases, anti- septic, insect 
repellant, cam o cream remover, body wash, m oves parasites, etc

A COUPLE OF DAYS HUNTING
In the field, four ducks came from 

a single flush nearly as fast as I could 
pump four shots, which admittedly I’m 
a bit rusty at. The next outing was after 
pheasants, wild ones of course. The 
dog almost caught one in some native 
scrub and out it barreled towards me. I 
don’t know if it was the first, second or 
third shot that finally did for it. It might 
have been the third, even though my 
lead on it by then was around six feet!  
What I do know is that if I’d been using 
a double barrel, that 3rd insurance shot 
simply wouldn’t have been an option. 
The bird flew on another 100 metres 
then fluttered to a halt. The dog decided 
he could improve on his original mad-
dash attempt to grab the pheasant, and 
now pointed the dead bird beautifully. 
Who was he kidding! 

My first pump-gun as a youngster 
was a Beretta Silver-Pigeon and it 
didn’t stay with me long because in 
my excitement I never remembered 
to pump it!   Perhaps a few of us have 
the same problem as pumps aren’t 
nearly as common here as they are in 
the United States. In later years I gave 
pumps another go and brought a basic 
model Winchester Model-12, eventually 
trading it on a smarter vent-rib model. 
The latter was a custom-shop beauty 
and one of those guns I should never 
have sold. This matte-blued Browning 
too would grace any gunsafe – it’s 
one of the nicest finished pumps I’ve 
encountered. 

The down side is the trigger. It 
releases at 7lbs-8oz which probably 
keeps the US libel lawyers at bay but 
doesn’t help anyone else. Perhaps I 
could learn to live with that, but there’s 
also a considerable amount of free-travel 
which is quite off-putting. The first step 
with this shotgun would be to get it to 
a reputable gunsmith for a trigger job 
– and quick. That’s a bit disappointing 
for this level of expenditure, because 
the unmodified trigger really makes it 
hard to get the best out of the gun. 

The action is also problematical in 
some respects. The Owner’s Handbook 
specifically states that it should not 
be taken apart as it is a finely fitted 
mechanism and it can be marred 
for life by any attempt to remove 
it, which  (they say) is normally 
unnecessary anyway. In the event 
that the shotgun is dropped in water 
however, it’s recommended that it be 
taken to a Browning agent. Browning 
redesigned the BAR rifle trigger group 

to be removable with just two pins, and 
something of the sort could perhaps be 
done in future with the BPS. 

There are supposedly guides on 
the Internet explaining how to fully 
strip the action, but I’d want to know 
what can go wrong before proceeding. 
I’ve found that getting into trouble is 
always a plain sail, it’s the getting back 
that requires tacking into a strong 
wind. In contrast, stripping off the BPS 
barrel for cleaning is a doddle and it’s 
the easiest ventilated rib to clean under 
I know of. 

A few Browning Hunter BPS’s in 10-
gauge have made it to New Zealand 
over the years, and overseas there’s 
also .410, 20, 28 and 12 gauge versions 
– the latter with either 3” or 3-1/2” 
Super-Mag chambers. 

We don’t know yet if anyone will 
be silly enough to force sub-gauge 
shotgun owners to use steel shot for 
waterfowl. If they do, these BPS guns 
will be one of the very few in 16 gauge 
in New Zealand that can handle steel 
at all because of their Invector choke 
tubes. The rest of the sub-gauge fixed-
choke guns will become obsolete 
overnight. While this might comfort 
the prospective buyer of a Browning 
sub-gauge, it remains to be seen which 
importers, if any, would bring in non-
toxic ammo for such a small remaining 
market. Putting that concern aside 
(which applies to every sub-gauge 
owner in the country), the BPS, with 
a professional trigger job, would be a 
very good choice. 
John Dyer

On his first outing John bagged four ducks with four successive shots.


